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PREFACE. 


how far a Scientific Institution, noble in its original 
views, and useful in its purposes, by inlisting into its 
service all the selfish passions, and at last by permit- 


sunk and debased: how far it may be led away from 
the true intent of its foundation, and, sliding down from 
one mean measure to another, come at last to be an 
object neither of pity or respect. 


learned men in England I may say in Europe. It was 
the only Society of the kind incorporated by an Act of 


was conferred on it, than would now be deemed consist- 
entwith the principles of justice or prudence, by any Le- 
gislature of a free country, to confer. It received every 
encouragement and every gift from the State but riches, 
which, as an incorporation whose view was Science, it 
did not want, and fortunately did not receive. It was 


Tas general design of the following Poem is to show 
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ting them to direct its counsels and conduct, may be 


At the time when this institution was first founded, it 
bid fair for being the most respectable confederacy of 
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the Legislature; and was so favoured, that more power 
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poor at its beginning, but was respeRable. It was 
respectable as long as it looked to the objects of its 
Charter, which were those of promotin g the science of 
Physic by experiment and observation as a branch of 
philosophy, and thereby rendering it safe as a practical 
art! But losin g sight of these objects, it has lost its dig. 
nity and consequence, and retains not hing of its origi. 

nal condition but its poverty. | 

It is not my intention to dwell on the 1 its 
decline, since I am not writing its history shall 
| only refer to the causes of this decline, as a melancholy 
example of the influence of the selfish passions, when- 
ever they are suffered to invade a philosophic incorpo- 
ration, and shall, by doing this, point out the general 
design of the Poem. 

When I say that no inetivatien; at its bin; bid 
fairer for literary fame, I do not allude so much to the 
favours granted to it by the Charter, as to that libe- 
ral plan (therein intended) of throwing the gates open 
to every man, whose skill and learning as a physician 
entitled him to enter—not so much to the dignities 
conferred on it by the State, as to the learning, the 

zeal, and number of physicians. living at that time in 
London, and increasing in numbers and knowledge 
from the increase of the capital and the progress of 
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Science not so much to the sumptuousness of its build- 


promote—that comprehensive nature, which bends al- 
most all the experimental sciences, in some relation 
or other, to its purposes. | 

My mind would dwell with some fondness on these 
early auspices of the College, but I know I am follow- 
inga phantom:—a phantom, however, which might have 
been realized, if there had been no mismanagement 
in its internal government, if no bye-laws had been in- 
troduced by vanity and jealousy, if scientific zeal had 


established the College, intended it should look to. 
That object will not be disputed by the present ma- 


ing of the Science of Medicine by every means of ex- 


periment and observation. What! did the Legislature 
simply mean to grant a Charter to a few physicians, 


à century and half, what has been their great boast of 
duty beyond granting licenses and inspecting drugs? 


under my eyes the three volumes of transactions I am 


vii | 


ing, as to the nature of the science it was intended to 


condutted its measures, and there had been no devia- ; 
tion from the object, which the Legislature, when it 


nagers, when I pronounce it to have been the promot- 


for the pur pose of selling licenses, and of applying their 
noses to bottles and galli pots? and yet in the course of 


I know some busy fellow will be ready here to pus 


— 
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glad of the appeal, first, Because that work furnishes me | 


with a puny standard, by which I can accurately mea. 


sure the gigantic indolence of the College for one hun. 


dred and fifty years: and, 2dly, The preface to it fur. 
nishes a kind of confession, which, had it been followed 
up by true penitence, that is, by a total change of their 
corrupt bye-laws, Science, which they confess to have 
for their obje&, might have been restored, and poste. 


rity would only have had to lament, that the reforma. 


tion did not take place a century and a half sooner. 
Iam willing to return again to the fond speculation 

of what the institution might have risen toin fame and 

consequence if it had kept Science constantly in view. 
At the time of its incorporation, it was the only 


F scientific society (beyond the nature of a school) esta. 
blished by law in the metropolis. It stood a single and 
majestic object to attract the eyes of all philosophers, 


which that learned body has protected, encouraged, 


and by a continuance of its zeal for, and from the nature 


of, the science it was bound to promote, it would have 
superseded, in some measure, the necessity of found- 


ing the Royal Society, which was not established till 
one hundred and twenty years after. 
There are very few branches of natural science, 


and advanced, which might not have come within the 
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icope of the College of Physicians. The pursuit of the 


latter would have been natural knowledge with respect 


to medicine indeed; but when any one shall calculate 


the numerous relations of the different sciences to me- 
dicine, he will find there were still ample and unbeaten 


felds for the College to have displayed its industry and 
talents in, and we might new have had to contemplate 


a durable monument of its fame, not much inferior, per- : 
haps, in magnitude, and certainly, from the nature of 


tions. 
1 need not insist that the greater part of, but perhaps 


tion, which relate more immediately to medicine, 
would have been the offspring and ornament of the 
College; and I can conceive that philosophers i in every 
science, as its fame arose, would have been proud to 
have added something to its stores, nor that the predi- 


would have prevented them, though not Members of 
tie College, from furnishing its annals with many an 
weful discovery or observation. But independent of ex 
ternal assistance, the number of physicians, the in- 
ereasing taste for science, and the rapid progress of it, 
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their labours, as tending to the health of mankind, not 8 
inferior i in publie nen to the ae NG transac- | 


all, the papers in that stupendous and venerable collec- : 


eftibn of a NRW TOR or a BoyLE for the Royal Society 
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FRY about the middle of the last chnjury; ea have 
furnished a constant stream of observation and disco. 
very, which would have kept alive and increased the 
fame of the institution, but which, from causes 
eazily conceived, has flowed into other channels, and 
left it, like a deserted castle in romance, an habita. 
tion of dragons, and a court for owls.” 

Gentle reader, to escape delusion, keep in 1. 
that he ou, 1 mean, „ have dot bean the birds of M. 
| T he Jatter have been thy eib ee ones, — Jea 
lousy, Conceit, Arrogance, Suspicion, Avarice, Indo. 
lence, &c. To these is to be attributed the fatal distinc 
tion between Fellows and Licentiates ; a distinction 
which, by limiting the power of the College to a fey, 
has introduced all the mischiefs. that are so much 
to be lamented. 9 | 

If the reader be i in doubt. let ORR pass in review. 
Forsooth! are we not to attribute to Jealousy that cus 
tom of excluding men, whose talents and learning In 
their profession entitled them to the respect and vene- 
ration of every other philosophic society in Europe 
Such men as a HuNTER, a FOXUEBGU hs a CRAWEORD, 
&c. &c. | 
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Are we to attribute to any thing but Concem that un- 
alterable opinion of themselves, that the talents and 
learning of no physicians are equal to their own, and that 
no schools exist but those of Oxford and Cambridge? 

To Arrogance, that custom of thinking and talking 
of themselves as superiors, and of the Licentiates as 
inferiors; and all this, while the rest of the learned 
world is looking on and sneering ? | 

What but to Suspicion, that perpetual watehfulliews 
and study, frequent revisal, and (I am sorry to say) 
deterioration of their bye. laws, as if the weapon of at- 
tack (like a bloody arm to a guilty conscience) hung 
always in their sight, and they had no defence but in 
cunning and subterfuge, while the noblest and only 
defence would have been the scientific fame of the in- 
corporation But, alas ! this was an armour so rusted 
and worn out by time, that, I believe, Quixotes as they 
are! they could not bring themselves to confide in it. 

To monopolize power for the sake of glory, is an 
ambition, which mankind, though they lament, will al- 
ways in some degree admire ; but to monopolize power 
for the sake of gain—there is shabby Avarice for you, 
neither the last nor the least of the dragons of the Col- 


lege, 
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have beings to do who are omniscient—whose system 


the Royal Society, if its members had introduced bye. 


alarm, from the deserved hostility and contempt of the 


artificial ſor natural strength, cunning for wisdom, the 
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Indolence—I must be their apologist here! What | 


is a system of harmony and perfection but to sit down 
satisfied (like the Deity) with self. ene plation, and 
self. applause wi | 

I appeal to the reader—what wool have become of 


laws, with a view to exclude all men, but those educated 
in Oxford and cambridge ?— Would a Royal Society, 
reduced to a dozen or twenty conceited men (conceited 


not for any literary atchievements, but, forsooth, be. 


cause they had „perhaps, slumbered twelve of their best 


years in an university) been able to support the past 
or present dignity of that body? No, Suspicion and 


men excluded, would have scared them away from Sci. 


ence, and forced them, like ill-omened birds, to brood 


over a pernicious nest of bye. laws; and if the Society 


continued to exist, it would have been by substituting 


business of chicane for that of science; yanity would 


have taken place of true literary ambition, their zeal 


would have been arrogance, their candour conceit, their 


cooks their Secretaries, and their fame a feast. 
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at 


Every scientific incorporation, whose view is : pub- 


lic benefit, is entrusted by the state with a charge 
the power of the charter is a delegated power, and the 
members represent but stewards. Whatever the ob- 


Nation are entitled to their services; the compact was 
mute perhaps, but it was binding; and though there 


duty, yet there is a tribunal and a punishment para- 
mount to all law, public opinion and public contempt ! 
To this tribunal we must leave them. In the mean 


of the evil? 1 answer, an obvious one Reduce the 
internal management of the institution to the liberal 
intent of the charter, and let pristine candour be again 


man whose competency of skill and learning, and 
whose sound integrity, entitle him to enter. There 


enquiry, as to these, remains in the hands of the Col- 
lege. This power has never been disputed, it is indeed 
the safeguard of the incorporation, and the only secu- 
rity against the admission of the ignorant and worth- 
less, and a far more perfect one than that of relying 


jets of the incorporation may be, the King and the 


may be no statute law to punish the dereliction of their 


time, does no remedy appear, to stop the continuance 


restored. Candour will throw open the gates to every 


can be no danger, while the power of examinition and 


upon twelve years spent in a monkish manner, at any 
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university. If the mode of examination, J hitherto 
adopted, be lax and inadequate, why not enlarge it, 
and by rendering it more difficult to the candidate, 
make his admission the more honourable ; and let it at 
the same time be a public examination, that no man 
may be supposed to sneak in by favour or connivance, 
but in an open and noble way, highly flattering to the 
feelings and pardonable vanity of every true scholar ? 
By these means, a large body of respectable and 
learned physicians would be brought together, and the 
bye-laws, which formerly looked to the exclusion of 
many a hardy labourer in this vineyard, would now 
look to its cultivation only regular and frequent 
meetings would be established for the reading of pa- 
pers, and relating the more trite and occasional oc- 
currences of medical practice, and plans might be 
laid down for forming committees. for the several 
branches of the science—Committees of Correspon- 
dence with the various foreign learned societies, Com- 
mittees of Enquiry into the number and frauds of ig: 
norant and illicit practitioners, and for the examina- 
tion or analysis of quack medicines, which last, by a 
shameful negle& of the institution, have been suffered 
to flow in, like a deluge, upon the metropolis, much 
to the detriment, and perhaps destruction of many o 
his Majesty's liege subjects. 


$ 


sicians of education and character, resident in this 


sion dignity ; ; to the public at large, who can benefit 


medicine, an advantage not easily calculable. 
To break down the confederacy of the selfish pas- 


measure, satire would be of more avail, perhaps, than 
solid argument; and many will think, that that stub- 


wards, the mild claims of reason, justice, candour, 
and merit, neither requires nor deserves the respect 


4 


of sober refutation. 
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It is not my design here to point out all the benefits 
which would result from a liberal union of all the phy- 


metropolis. It is obvious, that to the College it would 
restore strength, energy, and character; to the profes- 


from the advancement of no science equal to that of 


sions that oppose this laudable, and, I may say, patriot 


bornness which has withstood, for a century and up- 
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ARGUMENT 
OP 


CANTO THE FIRST. 


Ax address to the spirits of ancient and modern Philosophers, con- 
cerning the frequent triumphs of Jealousy over Truth and Worth 
Her rancour to Harvey and Sydenham— Her inveterate hate to Ge- 
nius— The paths of Learning her occasional hau nt The College her 


constant residence. Description and intention of this building De- 


dicated to the Goddess of Health and to Esculapius— Homage of the 
Muses there — Constant homage of Science, and her tributes at the 
shrine of Health for the good of mankind, accompanied by Benevo- 
lence, Candour, and Honour First attempts of Jealous to dispossess 
tbese of the College fruitless Her disappointment, rage, and impa- 
tience—She determines to call in the aid of the sister-demons, and 
descends to hell for that purpose Their number and appearance 
Her speech to them, in which she rallies their supineness, by calling 
them to recollect, her having often led them to conquest over Truth 
and Virtue. Their acknowledgements and applause. She opens 
her business Describes the College as frequented by Science, Can- 
dour, Merit, and Honour, who prevent her and Ignorance from en- 
tering. She provokes the avarice and ambition of the demons to 
gain possession of the College, by promising them wealth and power, 
and all the prerogatives of a reign over innumerous vassals—She 
points out their necessary equipments—and hints, that after they 
have once got possession, by driving out Science, to pretend a re- 
verence for her name; and while they keep her out, to maintain their 
own consequence, by boasting of Oxford and Cambridge, and their 
dyn uncommon learning. 

The demons applaud and prepare to follow J lon 
« their arms and appearance—Their departure from hell- Their 
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arrival on the top of Newgate at midnight, and attack of the College, 
Science described at that hour, meditating alone on the diseases that 
afflict human nature, and the methods of relief—Her fright at the 
irruption of the demons and their odd appearance—Her. flight from 
the College. Their savage joy on obtaining possession of the shrine 
of Health and the empire of Esculapius. A short apostrophe to the 
graduates of Oxford and Cambridge on usurped possession. Speech 
of Jealousy to the demons, proposing certain contrivances (under the 
title of bye-laws) to keep away Science, and all who might be sus- 
pected of being her friends—such as her students from Scottish, 
German, Dutch, and Swedish Universities—Various counsels of the 
demons, all tending to pervert the noble ends of the institution—The 
Muse declines relating them, to give a description of the consterna- 
tion and sorrow felt in the Elysian vales, by Harvey and the other 
benefactors of the College, upon hearing its sad reverse of fortune, 
manifested by the banishment of Science and her friends, 


ARGUMENT. 


7 OF 6 
CANTO THE SECOND. 


Fare of Science after her banishment from the College—Her de- 
jection and suffering, till she takes refuge in the Royal Society, then 
lately established Rise, progress, and lustre of that emient body, as 
Science conducts their pursuits in Natural Philosophy Astronomy 
Chymistry— Natural History Medicine: Sir Isaac Newton —gBoyle 
Ray — Stephen Hales. Contrast of the increasing fame of this no- 
ble institution, with the extinguished lustre of the College. The 
poem returns more immediately to the affairs of the latter: frequent 
wishes of Science to resume her pristine consequence there — Fates 
hostile to those wishes, impenetrable barriers being thrown round by 
Chicane and Cunning, to prevent her and her votaries from entering. 
Eugenio! He examines the charter of the College, suspects a gros 
urpation, which Philander, by a deep research into College laws, 


ARGUMENT, XIX 


afterwards proves. Inspired by proof, Eugenio' determines to oppose 
the usurpation, and for this purpose calls the friends of Science and 
Truth together Their indignation, as he points out the injustice at- 
tached to their exclusion —He appeases their indignation, recom- 
mends a modest address or prayer to be drawn up to the College, and 
Truth to be the bearer—The College get intelligence of this inten- 


and alarm they are thrown. into, as the orator talks, of an immediate 
attack of their enemies by fire and arms, | 

During this consternation Truth arrives with the e 
panic assuaged, and how ! Sir Spleen takes the chair and begins a 
speech, in which he relates a horrid dream he had the night before, 
presaging great mischief to the College—Science having appeared to 
the Knight, using harsh upbraidings, putting him into great fear, yet 
giving him wise counsel. His speech excites the laughter of the 
Fellows. Sir Pride rises in great passion, and calls the attention of 
the assembly to the address, threatening the authors of it with 


sembly again into some alarm. Speech of Cunning—Scoffing re- 
marks on the fears and panic of the day—Assures them of safety 
rallies them to mock their enemies, by calling their recollection to the 
futile attempts of the same kind heretofore—bids them rely on 
their bye-laws— These last, however iniquitous, - are in no danger 
from Justice — Hints at insinuations to be thrown out against Science 
and her friends as Democrats, in order that Justice may be biassed 
against them— Hints that she is very inclined to hear such insi- 
nuations—Contrasts her with Justice of former times, and rallies 
their courage upon this contrast. Cunning comes at last to speak of 


wer to it, but silently to kick it out. ' 

Speech of Ignorance upon this last advice, who recommends strip- 
ding the authors of the address of their licenses—Compares their own 
body to justices of the peace, and the Licentiates to licensed publi- 
n—Again insists on taking away their licenses, and starving them 
ut of the metropolis ; and likewise starving out Science, or getting 


tion by means of an Harveyan harangue, delivered by Conceit—Im-: - 
mediate effects of this harangue on the Fellows—The consternation 


great punichment, The vehemence of this speech throws the as- 


e prayer or address—recommends the assembly to make no an- 
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her sent to Bridewell—Efect of these ab on the demons— 
They kick out the ieee e of Jealousy w_ the 
meeting. 


N. B. The continuation of the Poem is unavoidably interrupted, and 
will be so, till the ultimate event of a certain important cause be 
known. In the mean time, it is to be presumed that a fair decision 
will some time or other take place—the effects of which will be the glo 
rious restoration of Science to the Institution, a general barmony in the 
place, and an opportunity to the Author to end the poem happily. 


THE 


COLLEGE. 


| 


CANTO 1. | = 


Sar, SAGES! Je, whose vig rous minds have wrought 
The splendid web of philosophic thought, 


ve! who in ancient Greece (when Greece could boast 
Genius and Learning on her happy coast) 

Depicted charms unknown to vulgar sight, 

Meek Science rob'd in Truth's refulgent light; 

day! ye of Rome, and Britain's sea-girt shore, 

Sages! who dragg'd the deep reluctant ore 

Of wisdom forth what direr curse to Truth 

And Worth, than Jealousy's envenom'd tooth? 10 

Have you not seen, when dragg d to her black shrine, 
Young Genius droop, and tender Merit pine ? 


B 
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Hardly could Harvey | struggle with her rage, 
Or SYD NHAM'S worth her scorpion-sting assuage: 
No sooner Genius journies ON his way, 
Out flies the freckled fiend to seize the prey! 
On Learning” s paths she skulks with step profane, 
But reigns and long has reign'd in Warwick-lane, 
There, there! a rev'rend pile attracts the sight, 
Lifts its bold dome, and speaks majestic height ; 
The court, within, imparts: a pillar'd grace, | 
Halls lead to halls, and Sculptur” d space to space: 
If noble these] behold the use the end, 
The Founder- s great design behold and bend 


OW 


Haroey===Syd'nham, I. 13. 14.] Every scholar must have read and lamented 
the persecutions, which Jealousy has conducted, in almost all ages and coun- 
tries, against philosophers, and men of literary eminence- -From the time of Pr- 
THAGORAS and Socrates to the present day, a long line of martyrs---(martyss 
in life or reputation) might be exhibited: but I select only, as more pertaining 
to the subject, the two characters of Harvey and Sypennam, on each of whom 
the rancours of jealousy fell with unabating force, till their lives were no mort, 
and posterity alone was left to crown their names with honours. 

I can conceive nothing more noble than the silent progress of these men through 
the hisses and buffetings of enraged jealousy---than that conscious dignity which 
must have led them to scorn the conduct of their enemies, who, one while, treated 

their discoveries as visions ; and again, when refutation became vain, pronounced 
tmose discoveries the works of others. 


| The Founder's great desigh, . 24.] Henry VI II. The object of the first mem- 
bers ofthe College, in petitioning for the charter of Incorporation, was that of al 
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Sacred to HEALTH the Fane !—here od her shrine 
By Learning watch d, and, EsCULAP1Us! thine. 
Here, ev'ry Muse survey'd the lest intent 

With proud delight, and many an oft ring sent; 
Why need I mention GarTH ? Whose genial powers 
Adorn'd the walls with Fancy's gayest flowers; 20 
Or thee, O AKENSIDE ! whose graver muse 


Did every ornament of verse diffuse ; 


* a I 


26; b . . Tow . a » 


vancing the state of Physic as a science, of rendering it respectable as a branch 
of philosophy, and safe as a practical art. This could only be done, by bringing 
together into one body all the Physicians of education and probity in the me- 
tropolis. These petitioners were men, who had been educated on the continent 
in active seminaries of learning, where they became acquainted with the good ef- 
fects which result to science from the co-operation of numbers united under one 
society, or College A fact, which, since their time, has been happily proved by 
the establishments of the different societies in Europe (of London, Paris, Berlin, 
Gettingen)---Institutions, which have given, and still give activity and vos 
to science, in all its numerous ramifications. 

For the truly benevolent purpose of advancing the state of Physio did the King 
(Henry VIII.) grant the charter of Incorporation, which the Legislature confirmed: 
aud looking over the variety of human institutions, we shall not find one, perhaps, 
which merits the favour and protection of a Government so much as a College of 
Physic---except the Church: the Church, as an institution watching over the 
moral health---the College, as an institution ann over the natural health of 
its subjects. 

Axculapius ! thine, 1, 26.] The statues of this God were often \ tags beside 
bose of Hyor1a, and the ancients sometimes worshipped him in her temples. 

Why need I mention Garth? 1, 29.] Sir 8. GartTa M. D. Author of the Dispen- 
y---a poem written to expose a set of men (some of whom were Fellows of the 
ollege, but the principal part Apothecaries) who withstood, and, at last, de- 
em- ated a very laudable scheme for prescribing gratis, and furnishing medicines at 
fal me rate to the "_ within the walls of the College. 


een 


when he proposed to give a course of Orations upon the Rise and Progress 


member. He happened to be educated at---no matter where he was educated- 
posterity will smile (or rather frown) upon that period of the College, when 
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Or ArmsTROXG! thee, who proudly might have 

a brought . 

The noblest wreath that ever Fancy wrought [high, 

For HEALTH's bright shrine, and hung the boon on 

Had not the gates been barr'd by jealousy. 
Such honours did the Muses fondly pay— 


Turn now to Scixxcx labouring day from day, 


„ 


w— — — F — — 


Or thee, O Akenside ! 1. 31.] Manx AxexsIpt, M. D. one of the greatest poets 
this country has produced :---Author of the Pleasures of Imagination, a subject, 
which, till the talents of Akenside happily fell upon, was considered as too meta- 
physical and abstruse for the lively powers of the Muse. He was one of the 
greatest ornaments of the College; yet his talents were too masterly for him 
to be much beloved there. Hence it was, perhaps, that he was overruled, 


of Literature, instead of the dull annual discourses, which are usually held there. 
I know not why a thing of this kind, which would have formed an epoch in, and 
given, in the midst of a long gloom, a ray of lustre to the institution, was objected 
to, except I attribute it to that narrow jealousy, which has been the bane aud 
disgrace of all their proceedings. 

Or Armstrong, thee! I. 33.] J. ArmsTRONG, M. D. Author of the most regular didactic 
poem, perhaps, in the English language--- The Art of Preseroing Health; whose 
talents as a poet and physician would have done honour to any literary institution; 
yet, by the illiberal bye-laws of this place, unqualified from becoming an active 


an AKENSIDE, and ARMSTRONG, were obliged to wait at its gates to solicit licenses 
to practise, of a set of fellows, the greatest part of whom they must have regarded 
with scorn. I know not by what accident Akenside, (who was neither of Ox: 
ford or Cambridge) came at last to be a Fellow; but I presume he did not ob- 
tain the honour (if his exalted mind could have regarded it as such) either by bi 
taste or genius as a poet, or by his Jearning as a scholar and physician, 
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To bring her tributes here, to deck the shrine, 

And supplicate HyGx1a's love divine. 40 
Lo! as SHE toil'd thro' Nature's cunning ways, | 

Exploring each deep haunt by truth's bright rays, 

Nor depths, nor heights repress'd her ardent mind, 


” 


Constant to serve but here to save manki nd: 


Lol as abe toil'd-—l. 41. Vide Garth's Dispensary, Canto J. from I. 15 to 80. The 
first members of the College, and their successors, for many years, to the time 
of Harvey, assembled (pursuant to the spirit of their charter) to promote the 
Science of Physic--- . 

In all her mazes Nature's face they view'd, 
«& And as she disappear'd their search pursued.“ DisSPENSARY. 


Their views were not confined to the inspection of Apothecaries* Shops, and 
vending Licences, but to regular and frequent scientific meetings, to the reading 
of Papers, narrating their daily and accustomed observations in practice; and in- 
restigating the spirit of epidemic disease, from time to time. From the great 
fre of London, which consumed their house and journals, we have lost the early 
transactions of the College; and GooparL is a dull writer, who has occupied 
himself in giving an history rather of their civil (often indeed uncivil) transactions 
than of their scientific ones. The reason is obvious; at the time Goodall wrote, 
the piace was tainted, science formed no part of its spirit or purposes; but a peevish 
Jealousy prevailed, which every moment was breaking out into feuds and litigations. 
Garth bears testimony of this in the very period I am alluding to: 

„But now no grand inquiries are descry'd; 
Mean Faction reigns, when Knowledge should preside ; 
** Feuds are encreas'd, and Learning laid aside; 
The drooping Sciences neglected pine, 
% And Pzan's beams with fading lustre shine: 
No readers here with heetic looks are found, 

No eyes in rheum, thro' midnight watching drown'd; 

e The lonely edifice in sweats complains, 

© That nothing there but sullen silence reigns.” Dis pENSAUx. 
The poet is more honest here than the historian; for not a word of this is in 
heavy Goodall. The truth is, poets in general are better historians than we are 


6 THE COLLEGE. 


For well she knew, of all that heav . lore 

Philosophy selects, and watches o- er, 

No parts to mortals sweeter blessings prove 

Than those, which ge in and bind HyGE1A's love. 
Flush'd with the thought {as Sc1ENGE trail'd her pall 

Through the dome-theatre and spacious hall) £9 

Thy form, BENEVOLENCE ! press'd on before, 

Thy cheeks the blush of love eint wore; 

Nor far behind young Canpouk !—He was seen, 

Beaming with angel-smiles his open mien; 


And HonouR, letter'd Hoxovur! with an eye 


Fir'd with disdain of Ignorance and Jealousy. 


8 


— — — 
a — 


apt to imagine: how many facts in history would have become insipid and rotten, 
but for the pickle in which the poets have preserved them? 

Before 1 quit this note I beg leave to say a few words concerning their feuds and 
litigations; and I am sorry to observe, that there is not another Scientific Insti- 
tution to be met with in Europe, which ever had half the number of law-suits 
which the College has had---all which might have been avoided, if it had possessed 
(hat by acting up to the spirit of its Charter it would have possessed) strength, 
dignity, temper, and candour. Its want of strength and dignity has tempted Em- 
pirics to rear their heads openly against it; its want of temper has continually in- 
volved it in squabbles and puerile litigations, sometimes against Quacks, but 
oftener against men who would have done honour to the College if they had been 
admitted members of i it; and its want of candour has always estranged that body 
of excinded men, (the three-fourths of the Physicians in London) insolently 
styled Licentiates, who from their learning and numbers would have afforded a 
strong right arm to the institution, capable of maintaining, with temper and effect, 
its scientific honours and civil privileges. 


TRE colLror. | 7 
0 Muse! in what ill-fated hour, now tell, 
Such heavenly GuesTs asthese, here ceas'd to dwell! 
Thou ! who with tearful eye hast oft survey'd 
Learning's bright seats in scatter'd ruins laid; 60 
Who, seeking ATHENs, sitt'st, at times, forlorn 
Midst mould'ring domes, in Melancholy's form, 
With Night and Silence, ahve the creeping toil 
Of stealthy Time upon some Shatter'd pile, 


Who ever and anon a fragment small 


Chips of —pausing the silent interval.— 

Thou, Muse! whose office tis to pour thy sighs, 
Wherever Genius sinks, or Science flies 

0 say! what Demon, artful, curst, profane, 

Could SO destroy the pride of Warwick-lane, _ 70 
is And, Science fled, consign the pile sublime | 


a, To cobweb-honours and the dust of time; {[pridel .. 


Leaving the Shrine of HEALTH, grave Learning's 
To Sloth, Conceit, and Ignorance allied? 
Twas Jealousy! she view'd with scowling eyes 


The shrine of HEALTH with letter'd honours rise, 
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And as the daily tributes press d around, 
Each gave her venom'd breast a piercing wound. 
Vear after year, she try d all arts in vain, 
To glut her deadly hate, and sooth her pain; 80 
Impatient grown, convuls'd with pangs, she cries: 
I see my empire here can never rise, 

Unless in league with all my hellish fr ends, 

By storm or covert wile, I gain my ends: 

The gates wide ope to all—do I not see, 


And barr'd to none—but Ignorance and me? 


Writhing in rage, with this she plung'd amain 


Down to her cave in PLuTo's dark domain.— 


| —— —_— A 


*T was Jealousy !l.7 5.1] To this mean passion are to be attributed all the mis- 


chiefs---the other passions closing in as auxiliaries. It is difficult to trace back 


to the precise time, when the Oxford and Cambridge graduates dubbed themselves 
with pre-eminence inthis place. About the time of the union of the two Crowns 
(James the First's reign) I can conceive a number of Scottish Phycicians fol 
lowed the removal of the Court to London. They were, I take it for granted, 
men of better medical education (as has been the case ever since) than the Ox- 
ford and Cambridge men; and their zeal, industry, and learning, no doubt, pushed 


many of them up into fame and wealth. This was sufficient for jealousy to take 


an alarm, and to effect afterwards a bye-law to exclude such men, and all others 
who happened not to be educated at the two English Universities. In another 


place (note to l. 369) I have alluded to the first Licenses which were granted 


and which might have been before this time; but then they were granted only t0 


men, who were not Physicians, but partial practisers in physic---such as Stone 


and Gravel Doctors, Venereal Doctors, Curers of Cancers, Accoucheurs, Kc, &, 


see note to I. 369. 
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As some wild meteor, through the realm of night 
Shoots, and with horrent flame appals the sight; go 
Thus she plung'd down the vault of Hell so fast, 

80 fir'd with rage—the Fiends look'd up aghast. 

« Toarms, to arms she scream'd —At this, the throng 
Recovering, recognis'd a sister's tongue, 

And press'd around her with an hideous grin,— 
Hell echoing *to arms!” with horrid din. 

First Envy came, a hag, who scarce could see, 
Without a curse, her sister Jealousy,— | 98 
Bent double with her old intestine pain, ſagain ; 
From snakes that gnaw d and hiss'd and gnaw'd 
Next Hatred sour, and fierce Revenge, that stood 
lmpatient for some call to scenes of blood; | 
And next pale Avarice, famish'd, fourfal, old, 
Panting for Scenes, tho* not of blood, but gold; 

Then Malice, Ignorance, and bloated Pride, 
spleen, Vanity, and many a fiend beside; 


put chief Hypocrisy, a Doctor grown, 


putting! 
utting the solemn garb of Learning on; 
C 


. 
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Conceit, a Doctor too, so pert and prim, ä 

As if all knowledge center'd but in him; 110 
Such as, where Isis pours her urn, we see 

Full oft, an half-taught youth, yclep'd M.D. 

Last Indolence! th y mass was seen to creep, 
Rubbing thine eyes, and yawning half asleep. 


Then thus in accents broken, harsh, and loud, 


Spoke Jealousy, — and gaping stood the crowd: 

Why sunk inglorious, do you linger here, 
The gloomy house of Pain, Despair, and Fear! 

© In tortures list'ning to the curse of Fate, 

Jo inward groans, and selt-consuming hate? 120 


Far happier climes your bolder views demand, 


And power and wealth before you beck ning stand. 
(Rous'd at the name of wealth, was seen to rise 


The downcast face of wrinkled Avarice) 


Why linger here supine, and self-deceiv d 
Have you achiev'd—whate'er can be achiey'd? 
Shame might convince—if shame you ever knew, 


That still untrodden regions court your view: 
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« I come the herald of no doubtful scheme, 
Nor, by crude Fancy fram'd, my counsels deem! 150 


« Whene'er did Worth, or Virtue, Power, or Right, 


| Escape my restless, penetrating sight? 


Be your's to vanquish these, in fierce affray, 


And long the sceptre o'er their realms to way 


* 


he mine to urge th' assaults and lead the way. 


Now on all sides loud approbations fly, 


Whichsinking—thus continued Jealousy:  *® 

Behind here Justice, your eternal foe, 

Prags your blind votaries to chains and woe, 

0 Ml And rears her rock- built Tuscan piles on high, 140 
In threats, and punishment, and proud defy, 

d. There stands a mansion! rear'd by pious Wealth 

| And ScieExnceE—hateful name! to rosy HEALTH. 

Here oft the bright-ey'd Muses homage pay, 

And Genius, Merit, Candor, every day 


— 


— 


W. | Tuscan piles, I. 140. ] The Prison of Newgate---Old Bailey. 
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Are welcom'd !—when with eager steps I haste, 
Close fling the Sounding gates—the bolts fly fast. 
Oft as I go—the porter, Concord, taunts 
My haggard form, and bids me to my haunts ;— 
My form I change, all arts my fancy tries, 150 
« Still the shrewd porter mocks the thin disguise; 
Thou little know'st, quoth i with answering sneer, 
* Braggart! the time, when I Shall triumph pere. 
© Why need I now your willing patience gain, 
Jo tell the flimsy arts 1 tried in vain? 
* Thro' Disappointment's gloom my toils I see, 
And Memory bids me speak, Revenge! thro' thee. 
-” To arms then! for I promise power and wealth, 
Honour and fame—the golden shrine of Health, 
* Andthink—that when I mention this last prize, 160 
* And all prerogatives which thence arise, 
] open to your views a vast domain, 

Subjects and vassal slaves, a lengthen'd train— 
Princes and Lords, the wealthy and the wise— 


* Nay! Beauty cen shall heave her languid eyes 
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At times to you, and Love in sickness laid, 
a All- powerful Love shall call on you for aid: 


Shake but grim Death, awhile, a keener spear 


And showers of gold, in fees, descend aloud ; 
Een the pale miser, tho' he dreads to give, 
Shall chink his purse at you, in hopes to live. 
Feed your broad views with this arithmetic, 


That half creation is, or Spould be sick, 


— 4 


Shake but grim Death, 1. 168. Alluding to times of some prevailing pestilence. 
The importance of a College of Physic is never so fully known, as in moments 
df some fatal epidemic disease, when the eyes of an alarmed city and nation 
1, pre turned towards it. In a moment of this kind, one would reasonably suppose 


uch a College to be the centre of medical consultation-—the general store- house 


df the daily observations and improvements made in every part of a populous and 

xtended metropolis, where the members could not be too numerous, provided 

. heir competency of medical skill, and their zeal and industry, were equally great. 
0 duppose the Plague was again to visit London---look at this mighty store-house 

t wizdom and observ ation, and mark his Majesty's letters of charge to his College 


f Physicians, commanding their unremitting vigilance of skill to check the hor- 


ors of disease. To whom would these letters arrive? To about twenty-four 
ſembers, four of whom we might allow to follow the removal of the Court, six 
withdraw from motives of personal safety, and six to be exempted from their 
tendance by the pressure of years, and torpor of dotage. Lo! a venerable Col- 
ze of eight persons, and those perhaps not the most high, (except in their own 
pinion) either in professional merit or in the confidence of the public, to whom 
be paternal charge of the King, to use their vigilance and care over a million of 


Within your realm, sudden shall quick ey'd Fear 


© Drive to your gates a pressing motley crowd, 170 
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The other half mysterious art secures, 
« Art, fancy, fear, by turns shall stamp them your's, 
« You know how much we toil'd in days of yore, 
CHO gain in Church and State ascendant power; 
Oft from the Vatican we thunder'd wide, 180 
Then flew to LuTtueR's—then to CALvix's side; 
We reign'd awhile in CROMWELL'S iron age 
Then rous d the Whigs and Tories to engage — 
Set Democrats at Kings with savage hate, 
Till madd'ning Anarchy overwhelm'd the State! 
Victors in Church and State! o'er Warwick-lane 
« Triumphant now extend your baleful reign— 


c Each virtue banish, and replace with ill, 


And fix your banners on the gilded pill. 


—— — 


his liege subjects would be given! Nay! let us respect the majesty of Kings more 
than to wait to see it ever so mocked and betrayed. 


To gain in Church and State, I. 179.] Let it not be supposed that any irreveren 
glance is here intended at the Church. The mild spirit of Christianity, that holy 
ornament of true religion, had no concern in the animosities and vile contel: 
tions of Sectarists, in whom all the base passions seem to have mingled witha 
frenzy, that has tarnished the loveliness of human nature--- The same may be ob- 
Served of almost all political parties, 
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Iv arms then! but what arms? attend and hear— 


No carabines, or musquets, sword or spear, 191 
« Nor gorget, shield, nor casque with plumy crest, 
Approach ! for whispers must convey the rest. 
: Your pompous arms must be (nor laugh nor frown) 
A huge full-bottom'd wig, and college gown, 
A solemn step, a face severe and grave, 
A face, that speaks at once a fool or knave— 
Or both, for oft occasions start the rule, 
To play by quick succession knave and fool. 
me With garb and mien thus armed, lo! I See 200 
Coxcomb Conceit and grave Hypocrisy: | 
Be copyists, assume their mien and dress, 
Their frowns, grimace, and empty haughtiness, 
n 1 pompous terms, unmeaning nonsense speak, 


ur And learn, or seem to know, their little Greek. 


verent 
it holy 
ontem 
with 
be obs 


Little Greek, I. 205.) I fancy, that in speaking so much of the Greek in the 
ollege we are apt to give the fellows more credit than they merit. From the ear- 
st period of their present establishment to this time, not above two or three 
ave ever given any great marks of proficiency---none which amounted to the 
vof of eminence in Greek learning: after all, where would have been their 
pat ? That the language is an ornament to a scholar, is all, perhaps, that can be 
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Always to keep her sanctity rever'd ; 


1 For this, let Vigilance with eagle siglit 220 
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« I promise you, your toils will be but little; 

For Ignorance can tell you Greek is brittle; 

Or if it bears the hammer, e'er the head 

© Receives the smitten words, their sense 1s fled, 
One hint—and then we'll prudently delay 210 

The rest, till Victory shall crown our day; 

In all your conduct, since in proud defiance 

© You'll bar the gates on nobody but SCIENCE, 

© Remember--=1s th>, pile by her was rear'd, 


Let seeming Piety uphold the same, 
And on the walls in gold inscribe her name; 
Her name will bring no injury, I doubt, 


o 


Provided we can keep her body out. 


Rove round the guarded mansion day and night; 


— —— 


— 


said- but the profession they practise is a profession of science, not of language; 
and the world might as well determine the qualifications of a statesman from his 
playing on a fiddle, as determine those of a physician from his smattering a little 
Greek. | | | 

Their sense is fled, I. 209.] How many pompous b! ockheads do we see, whose 
only boast is their Greek and Latin, who possess no more talents and taste pet 
fectly to understand the works they read, in those languages, than to e them. 
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On none must Sleep imprint his leaden looks, 
Save Indolence, whose charge shall be the books. 
He and the books may safely sleep together, 
«Pell-mell, like hogs or geese in wint'ry weather ; 


For what shall we with Learning's drowsy store 


© Which SciENcE boasts? we'll boast of something 
more, 

Far fam'd, two cities fling their splendid beams 

© Thwart sedgy Cam's, and smooth-brow'd ISIS 


streams: 


* 


a 


** 8 


or ꝛobat sball we with Learning*s drowsy store, l. 226,] If Science has been neglected, 
there is the strongest presumption to suppose, that the books have been. Will 
it be credited hereafter, that the library of this place does not come up to many a 
physician's private library, and that it contains few books indeed beyond those col- 
lected in the virtuous days of the institution? By an easy calculation it might be 
proved, that the sums received by the College, if they had been properly hus- 
banded, and directed to this object, the library, instead of being squandered away 
inlitigations, and feasts, and official peculations, would, in the course of years 
since the institution was founded, have established the noblest medical library in 


5 Europe; which, like that of the Advocates in Edinburgh, would have remained a 
— tacit acknowledgement of their zeal for literature and science some kind of bul- 
guage; ark against the shafts of satire, which may be so justly levelled against them. 
om his Nay! if books had not been their object, what an opportunity at the present mo- 
a little ent, to have stepped forward and bought a part, or the whole, of Mr. Hunter's 
luzeum--a collection! which, if once dispersed, what age can again restore? 
whose | 
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From thence, grave Learning's seats, we'll swear 
We came; 2 | 230 

From thence, we'll boast our merits and our fame, 

Our gowns and caps—the Doctor's quality, 

Refin d in crucibles of each degree: 

What need we more? Mankind, whom names direct 

Not things, will never once the fraud detect ; 

Born to be dup'd, they ll sleep away the doubt, 

Whether we are with learning or withoul— 

© Boast but of Greek, they never understood, © good, 

0 They'll think the sovereign word's a sovereign 

© Credulous confide their secrets and their health, 

And better still, — in golden fees, —their wealth: 241 

The field is ours, assume your I away ! 

The call of Victory brooks no delay; 

Already do I see pale SCIENCE yield— 

Such your attack! the undisputed field.” 


Many will probably glide away, without producing another man of Mr. HuwrEs's 
genius and industry. But why am I presuming this of a set of fellows, who pre- 
fer a carved goose, at a feast, to every specimen of his comparative anatomy, and 
set a higher value on a pickled cucumber, than all his bottled preparations? 
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Now Expectation rear'd her towering crest, 

And Zeal shot eager thro' each demon's breast : 

They bow'd obedience to their chief's commands, 

And lifted high their loud-applauding hands; 

When lo! (for magic pour'd the presents down) 

On one hand fell a wig, on one a gown. | 251 

Awhile a rustling of the gowns was heard, 

When straight the sapient Doctors rob'd appear'd : 

So grave appear'd, each pointed at the other, 

d, rin brother, laughing, held his sides at brother; 

n And each had held his sides and laugh'd * now, 

, But Jealousy let fall a frowning brow, 

And stamp'd her foot, and bid the fiends away, 
Since favouring night usurp'd the realms of day ; 


Nor waited ought, but, anger'd up she flew, 260 


Close follow'd by the whole infernal crew : 

And fast they pierc'd the vault of hell, and fast 
On air Terrene their flutt'ring figures cast; 

And as they wing d the gloomy twilight Sky, 
trem'd like a flight of rooks to human eye, 


| HET 
1 
1 


And tame the hydra-Feyer's fiery force 
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Wheeling in many a circle vast defin'd, 


Solemn and grave—their gowns the sport of wind, 


Nor halt—till hov'ring in bands aloof 


Oer Newgate, down they perch on Newgate's roof, 


To breathe awhile, (but pitying sighs they breathe, 
To think so many friends were chain'd beneath) 271 
Then with a gentle spring—the distance Short, 
They vaulted o'er into the College Court, 
One after one, with pompous wig and gown, 
Like furnace- smoke in volumes rolling down. 
"Twas night, and solemn Silence reign'd around, 
And Sleep had every brow with poppies bound; 
All but the brow of SoIEN E- studious maid ! 
She by a glimm'ring lamp her vows still paid 
To Nature and to Truth—revolving grave 280 
O'er the throng'd maladies that Life enslave, 
And how to name and number them aright, 
And how to mitigate their monster-spite— 


To check Contagion's wild and winged course, 


gi 


80 
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From plants and minerals to cull the charm, 


Which might their enmity to Life disarm, 


Drive bloated Hydrops to his dripping cave, 
And Beauty from the fangs of Pthisis save — 


The tott'ring steps of hoary Age sustain, 290 
And shield his limbs from Palsy or from Pain. 
These—and the general good of human kind 
In slow succession, fill'd her labouring mind. 

When lo! a bursting sound assail'd her ear, 
And gave her pensive brow the chill of fear; 


Trembling she turn'd, and ah! amazement sore ! 


Pay Doctors such as ne er were seen before, [leering, 


nd deep- behind, some raging, frowning, sneering: 
President, Elects, and Censors— Fellows, 300 


gearing for standard Newgate's dreadful gallows, 


Wxtord and Cambridgerudely carv'd thereon, 


Vith emblematic hornet, wasp, and drone— 


f him, who of their solemn worth should doubt. 


lose-throng'd and odd—some squinting, grinning, 


ant DuNSTAN, with his tongs, to pinch the snout 
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Like the meck hind, encircled by a brood 


Of ravenous wolves, the AIR EFFULGENCE stood! 
What could she do? to speak she thrice essay'd, 
But Terror's icy hand her words thrice stay d; 
To fly was all she could but ere she fled, 310 
From Jealousy's foul tongue these accents sped: 
Away, detested wretch! too long has Fate 
Decreed thy triumph here in peaceful state; 
To-night Fate bids thee quietly resign 
. This splendid pile, and bright Hy cGeraA's shrine, | 
The books, the manuscripts, all learning's lore— 
And what shall pain thy wounded breast the more, 
« Decrees the whole—for so the mandate runs 
To Sloth and Dulness, CA 's and Isis' sons! 
Away! —Aruay, by every Demon's tongue 920 
Pronounc'd, around the vaulted mansion rung 
Nor paus'd the maid, but vanish'd quick as air, 
And never since, alas! has enter'd there. 

When Arab-robbers, prowling for their prey, 


Light on the wealthy merchant on his way ! 
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should unresisted Fear assail his mind, 

And bid him leave his caravan behind 

The gathering crew surround the luckless prize, 
And drink its treasures with exulting eyes. 

Alike, when Science fled, each Demon's eye 230 
Rov'd every where in giddy ecstacy, 

For all was their's—not the mere pile alone, 

But Esculapian empire shone their own: 

Yet ye! who hold dominion by a bam, 

Grave sons of Isis, and grave sons of Can! 

ust every labyrinth of art discover, 

e, \nd deceit vary to the varying hour, 


Else would your empire, as a fleeting dream, 


Vance to oblivion soon down Folly's stream. 


20 
Who bold dominion by a sham, I. 334.71 appeal to the candid reader---what is it but 
Ja false pretence, these men keep the power of the College to themselves, ex- 
luding all others? They might as well have admitted or rejected men from the 
ngth or Shortness of their noses, the size of their heads, the rotundity of their 
aunches, the cut of their coats, or have couched their decision at once under the 
orporal's standard of five feet ten. These pretences, all, or any of them, would 


ae been just as fair as that of a slumbering study of ten years at two particular 
nirersities. 


— 
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Thus thought the chief of this usurping crew, 340 


Foul Jealousy, and thus attention drew: 


Since Victory smiles, let Cunning lend his aid, 


Quick to secure the conquest we have made, 


And, spider- like, his subtle web display, 


© To fright the banish'd enemy away, » 


Or else entangle her within a snare, 
And taint her honour, tho” her life we spare; 
And let Suspicion ever at your gate : 


Stand, like a porcupine, in fretful state, 


And favour none, but those whom Cunning deems 


* Your friends, and servile friends to all your 
schemes, | — 


Men, with a boast, from CAu's and Is1s* streams. 


#- 


0 


2 
And taint ber honour, I. 347.] Every body knows, that the professional honou! 
and reputation of a Candidate are rather endangered, if he happens to be rejectel 
on his examination. What shall we say then to the difficulties and threats, 
amounting to the certainty of rejection, thrown in the way of every man (not ot 
Oxford or Cambridge) who shall dare to offer himself as a Candidate to become 
Fellow ? | | 
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«The line is mark'd—to Science and her fools, 


who swarm from Leyden, and the Scottish schools, 

From Upsal, Leipsic, Padua fam d of yore, 

Montpelier, Gottingen, and many more 

Seats both to Science and the Muses dear, 

Close bar your gates, and fling the oblique sneer; 

vet! stay affronts, lest kindling into rage, 

An open war their indignation wage; 360 

An open war may shake the firmest realm 

Then dread, since Usurpation holds our helm, 

With wanton hand their peevish sense to rub— 

No! as mariners to the whale a tub, 

Joss them — permission to do what they will, 

To starve and curse their stars, to cure or kill, 

To eye our greatness with an envious leer, 

And pine neglected, whilst we fatten here: 

Permissi be they styl'd, they'll gulp the cheat, 

And for a while enjoy the sweeten d bait” 370 
E 


{ 
| 
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Here Avarice rear'd his famish'd face to say, 


a That for the Sweeten'd bait they ought to pay— 


— 


Permissi (Licentiates) be they styl'd, I. 369. It is difficult to fix the precise 
time, when the first licences were granted; nor is it so material to the purpose 
as to understand their exact nature. The men, who received the first licences 
may be divided into three classes: ist. Such, who by some useful remedy had ac- 
quired celebrity, or were noted for practising successfully upon particular diseases, 
as stone and gravel, cancers, sore eyes, &c. &c.--2d. Such, who being obscurely bred 
to the profession at large, had, by study and officionsness in an humble way, risen 
into somie degree of credit, and perhaps of merit---whose want of education made 
them diffident of entering the College as Members, and yet who feared to prac- 
tise without some permission---Such men as I suppose JonnsoN's LEVEI to have 
been---officious, innocent, sincere--- ö 

: “When fainting Nature call'd for aid, 
And hovering Death prepar'd the blow, 
e Whose vigorous remedy display'd 
© The power of art, without the show.“ 
JOHNSON TO THE MEMORY OF LEVET, 
3d. Such men "as your St. Andrew and Aberdeen Doctors, of no original educz- 
tion ; and who, at a cheap and easy rate, engrafted the n on the Apotbe- 


7 


cary. 
Of all these three classes of practisers, that some were useful to the public 18 


their way, there can be no doubt, and granting them licences to practise might 
be harmless---but it was a dangerous expedient in other points of view: first, op 
the side of avarice, by tempting the Managers of the College to vend licences !0 
men who might not turn out so useful to the public; or, sęcondly, on the side of 
jealousy and arrogance, by tempting them to keep out of the College all men bu 
such as came under that description which suited their own interest and pow? ; 
as graduates from Oxford and Cambridge. Unfortunately for the respectabiliſ 
of the institution, they followed the last rout, and the consequence has been, that 
men of all descriptions are permitted to practise unmolested, but men of educ. 
cation, and these last, if they happen not to be of the two English Universities 
are degraded, by being obliged to subject themselves to a distinction, which wi 
originally marked out for the other three classes. Let a man cast his eye ot! 
jhe list of the present licentiates; are there among them any, who, from want e 
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Ay! and be baited thrice, said Pride, 6 like bears, 


« Before the crubby title's fully theirs : 
For know !—we have great dignity to feed, 


And must not toss away our gifts indeed!“ 
At feed, foul Gluttony uprear'd his mass 
And puffing, bloated monster! cried, © Alas! 


c L ; , 1 2 
ve search'd th' inhospitable mansion over 
6A | 1 
nd yet my eyes no eatables discover; 380 


0 S0 z 
Poor Science fed on subtle air, I ween 
, : 


: c | p | 
For not a dish or kettle's to be seen: 


A * 

room there is, with furnaces, below 

0 I o * N ; 
Crucibles in many an hungry row 

Reto ic | 
ictorts, alembics, pots of glass and metal 

But not a fry1 t 2 
ut not a frying-pan, a spit or kettle : 


—ů 
* 
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I move—a spacious kitchen there we build, 
With China's plates, and pots and pans well fill'd, 
With ample grates, an oven, —$toves an host, 389 

- © For sauces, gravies , Stews, bak'd, boil'd, and roast; 

© And to complete our feast, when here we dine, 
Let Bacchus trundle in his tuns of wine: 

£ For oft shall we adore the boil'd and roast, 
And oft that God shall push about the toast: 


In luxury we'll wallow night and day, 


« Whilst tame Permissi the expences pay. 
Well thought !' cries Ignorance, © my mind foresecs 
The books will singe the turkies, fowls, and geese: 
For this, let Indolence consign the cook, 
Each day, a weighty manuscript or book.” 400 
Here the Librarian, pillow'd at his ease, [please. 
Replied— The cooks shall take what books they 


— 


A epacious kitchen, 1, 387.] There is no doubt but heretofore an Elaboratory for 
chemical experiments existed in this building, Does not, at this present mo- 
ment, a kitchen supply its place? 
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Silence! cries Jealousy, as præsidens, 

« Your conversation fails in tins and sense, 

0 And vain your questions! since 'tis understood 
t; Bacchus shall amply pour his purple flood, 
And all the Seasons trip their circling way, 


To deck your table, and their fruits display; 
While Plenty, ruddy as the beaming East, 

«Shall wave her horn, and sanctify each feast. 410 
Nor idly think—we'll ever toss away 
Permissions; — No! the dupes shall deeply pay; 
Their gold our purposes will much advance, 


And make the circling Seasons merrier dance. 


Plenty-==each feast, JI. 410.] Even in their lesser meetings (com. min.) held in 
the mornings, they are not without something friend. I remember, at one of these 
eetings, on entering the great saloon, I observed, on a distant table, several large 
piles, which I took to be models of the pyramids of Egypt, cut in cork. I was 
ager to approach and examine them, when, to my surprise, I found the piles 

onsisted of bons-bons. From the quantity of these sweatmeats, I could not avoid say- 

Ing in French to a gentleman who stood by---© Ces Messieurs sont appareminent, 
rands mangeurs!” © No!” says a little intelligent man, who overheard me, and 

hom I afterwards found to be the person in waiting, No, but their pockets are 

leep.”--By which I understood, that of these sweatmeats, what they did not eat 

they carried home. I was going to ask him, whether they pocketed the wine, of 

hich there were several bottles on the table, when the bell rung. 


ry for 
mo 


Permissions, l. 412. Licences. 


Pp 


38 | THE COLLEGE, 


« As for the books and manuscripts—no matter, 
Whether they singe a goose or clean a platter— 
Questions far weightier should your minds Possess; 
How to secure and rivet your SUCCESS, 

And safe from SCIENCE and her votaries' rage, 
To guard possession to a distant age: 420 
On this I reason'd—when your jargon vain 

« Sever'd the links of Observation's chain. 

« Now to resume—the wisest Commonweal, 
Without firm laws, will, like a drunkard, rell 
This you well know and therefore I propose 
That Cunning frames, at once, a Code of Laws: 

« Bye-laws I mean—by which to outward sight 
We seem the Guardians of Hyoz1a's right; 
While we, in fact, duping the public, meet 

© In frequent conclave—but to drink and eat. 49 
* And should rebellious Sc1excs give us trouble, 


And bid her sons blow up that empty bubble 


Of charter d rights and ancient privilege, 


Well meet them with bye- laws, and thus allege— 


20 
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( What could we, faith ! allege, cries Fear, the 
cause 8 | 
Might puzzle us!“) Why no! allege bye-laws. 
As Hydra's heads to blews—to every claim | 
A bye-law must start up to meet the same: 
Suppose, mong Science sons, that one should rise 


Grave as the Co AN, as ARETÆuS wise, 440 


Industrious as GALEN, as CELsus smart 


Secure your gates, and bid a bye-law start; 


For proud of Learning, would he not inherit, 


©O bane to us! a Greek or Roman spirit? 


' Suppose, by vig'rous Genius led, two men, 
' HARVEY and SYDENHAM, should rise again! 
Jo bay een them, your bye-laws must adventure 


pPpronounce them het'rodox, unfit to enter 


— 


Allege bye-laws, 1. 436. It is very singular, that in all the litigations which the 
any solid reasons for their uncandid conduct. Even to a court of justice they carry 
it by a harsher name) that can suffer two words, which always convey an idea of 


comething skulking and scarcely honest, to undo all the happy effects of a beneficent 
nettutjon, | 


Managers of this place have had with the Licentiates, they have never alleged £ 


no plea but their bye-laws, and an odd constitution of justice it must be (not to call 
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Framers of novelties, who dar'd to 80ar 400 
« With giddy brains—where no one soar'd before, 
For once the foot of Genius we admit, 
Away, like dreams, our golden views will flit. 

« [ dread bis haughty brow—and in his train 
. Honour and Learning marching with disdain. 

Vet! among Science' spurious sons may be 
© Some crafty, selfish, and as base as we; 

well shall we know them by their cringing ways, 
* Deceit's and Flatter y's obsequious traits, 
Their hollow purposes—their torpid shame, 
Their renegado-faith to Science fame: 460 
« As Socii, * let them with us dine and sup— 
© They'll serve to keep our boast of candour up, 
* And prove—we never fail to have the spirit, 
bs When merit suits us to reward that merit. 


— 


Fra mers of novelties, 4. 449.] How often have we seen the works of Genius blom 
upon for a time by the foul breath of Jealousy and Ignorance, for no other real 
than that those works abounded with new truths ! 


4 : * Fellows, 


tris COLLEGE, 


49 1 hough ten fires her honest breast, 


Shall the lamenting Muse pursue the 8 
Describe the base contrivances and means, 


All Cunning's specious masks his painted screens, 2 


With which these Demons, on that fatal night, 
Plotted to subvert the inherent right, 47 0 
Which SCIENCE and her genuine sons possest, 

Iro guard this fane at Barr AIx's high behest— 

ays, And make Philosophy's bright foliage twine, 
With endless verdure, round HyGEx1a's shrine? 
Shall the unfabling Muse the tale pursue 

460 How, when the laws Were fram d, foul Myst'ry drew 
Around her hell-spun web to hide a view, 


| C— —— 


| AO e. 


* Z—— _ — 


Foul mystery drew, 1. 476. Wherever there is mystery there is generally fraud--- 
onesty wants no veil. Most of the literary societies in Europe have published 
eir laws and regulations, their private as well as public transactions; or where 
heir private regulations have not been submitted to the press, they have not been 
enied to any eye curious to inspect them. But a very different rule has obtained 
Warwick-lane. They never ventured to publish but a picked part of their 
e-laws, and a severe satire will those laws ever remain upon their liberality 
d candour, It might be asked, whether it would be safe for them to publish all 
leir private transactions? Perhaps not! as a particular and fair statement 


—  — 
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At which, indignantly had Justice strode 


With eager steps, and torn the guilty code? 
Rather shall Fancy lead the Muse's way 480 

To the bright mansions of eternal day; 

Where in Elysian vales young Zephyrs fling 

Ambrosial sweets, amid perpetual Spring 

And from surrounding groves, whose distant views 

Display their velvet tufts in golden hues, 

All-soothing Harmony steals forth to bear 

Her sounds seraphic to the melting ear; — 

And spirits of the wise delighted rove, 

Chanting the blessings of celestial love: 

There—by a bubbling fountain's chrystal side, 490 

A willow arching o'er in leafy pride, Lsmile 

Ve sat reclin'd, BLEST SHADES! whose winning 

First woo'd young SCIENCE to HYGEIA's pile 

Above the solemn group, on Wisdom's seat, 


Harvey and Syp'NHAM sat in converse sweet: | 


tice 


— * — * 2 


would expose the means by which (tho? considerable sums have been paid into its 
- treasury from time to time) the institution has always been on-the verge of po- 
verty. N75 
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And much they talk'd how SCIENCE on the globe, 

By slow degrees, threw off her earthly robe, 

And step by step would gain upon the sight, 

Till mortals hail'd her in an angel's light: — 

And much they hop'd—when Rumour, hot and bold, 

Flew with the tale the weeping Muse has told! 501. 

What were your looks, blest Shades! how chang'd 
the grace | 

That spoke beatitude on every face? 


Sunk into gloom, as night succeeds to day, 
And all your sprightly converse fled away ! 
Bent on the ground, ye fix d the sullen eye, 
90 And silent W the deep, sad, frequent Sigh ;— 
ile What! banish'd from HyGE1A's sacred fans 
no Four darling SCIENCE, with her chosen train ! 
What banish'd from that shrine your hands in- | 
wrought, | 510 
And gemmid with brilliant truths, before untaught ? 


Alas! too true—borne down by Demon-hands, 


br. Sunk, with fair SciExcE, all your beauteous plans 


—_— „„ CoLLECGE. 
Such plans that had but Fortune kindlier smild, 


Industrious Time around the fane had pil'd 


All the rich works „which Learning would have 


wrought; 
8 many a sparkling gem by Genius brought; 
And to that globe, now dim as in disgrace, 
Which once adorn'd the dome with burnish'd face 
Had eager Fame on vig'rous pinions flown, 520 
And pois'd, like tip-to'd Mzxcuay, had blown 
So loud a trump of praise, that Europe fir'd 
At the sound, had listen'd, envied, and admir d. 


Such Plans, 1. 514. There is no doubt but that the College would have stood 
forward as respectable as the Royal Society, or any Other literary institution in 
Europe, if its Fellows had not swerved from the spirit of its charter, and thereby 
overturned all the excellent plans of promoting the Science of Physic---which 
the first Members intended, when they petitioned the Legivlature for the Pi 
leges of an incorporate body, . 


END OF CANTO 1. 


THE 
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CANTO II. 


Now SCIENCE, all night long, a weary way 
Wander'd, unknowing where to stop, or Stray; 
Rude was, that smote buy breast, the troubled wind, 
But ruder still the troubles of her mind: | 
ft he retrac'd her steps with frenzied haste 
az d on the darling gate, but all was fast: 
ontending feelings hung in doubtful sway, 

ride bid her go, Affection bid her stay, 

Til now, (her spirits by the conflict torn) 


urora drew the curtains of the morn; 10 
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And rising, flush'd with light, as from a feast 


Sprung the young Moments in the beaming East. 


Then with a last, sad, ling ring look, she hied 


Away with all the frowns of wounded Pride, 


Ne er to return till with a sister's love, 


Arm' d Justice forth the robber-demons drove, 
Meanwhile where didst thou go, offended Maid 
On that sad morn, to what kind mansion stray'd 
Thy much-insulted form ?—The Muse beheld 
How conscious dignity thy steps upheld ; 90 
She view'd thee, with an handmaid's pleasing toll, 


Haste to the haunt of Nx WTON and of BoYLE. 


The haunt of Newton and of Boyle, I. 22. The Royal Society. The reade! 
will continue to keep in mind this important fact, that after Science ceased to be 
an active pursuit, and a principal object in Warwick-lane, there appeared 10 
other asylum for it but the Royal Society, which very fortunately about the 
same time was beginning to emerge, and make a splendid figure. I shall not be 
contradicted in asserting, that to the instituting of this learned Society Brita 
owes its spirit of experimental enquiry, and its fixed fame as a philosophic n. 
tion, for it introduced that general vogue for science, without which the natiol 
might (and probably would) have remained as torpid in the pursuit of knowledge 


as Spain and Portugal, whose drowsy Colleges of Salamanca and Coimbra put nt 


always in mind of Warwick-lane. 


THE COLLEGE, | — 
est haunt !—where oft invok d thy sacred name, 
- hese sons uprear d new trophies to thy fame; 

ho' meek Humility had rais'd the pile, 

* costly Art then had not deign'd to smile 

As now, (when by Imperial Grorce's will, 
Regal munificence and attic skill 

nite, and call their sumptuous powers forth 

o rear a palace equal to thy worth) | 30 
et with delighted step, and smiling face, 

20 BT hou deign'd'st the humble. looking roof to grace! 
And who shall tell the wonders of thy reign 

As here thou ledst the philosophic Train? 

Did not, inspir'd by thee, a NEwToN's sight 
erce—to the party-colour'd fount of Light, 


_ ——̃— — — — ꝙ— — — — 


Tho' meek Humility had rear d the pie, J. 25.] I should not chuse to swell this note 
y recounting the various places the Royal Society, at different periods, have as- 
embled in. Suffice it to say, that the houses were all private and mean (com- 
ared with the excellence of the institution) till kis present Majesty, with the real 
unificence of a Patron, rebuilt one of his ancient palaces partly for their use, 
A palace equal to thy worth, I. 30.] Somerset House, 
To the party-colour'd fount of light, l. 36.] 
« Fen light itself, which every thing displays, 

„ Shone undiscover'd, till his brighter mind 

„ Untwisted all the shining robe of day; , 


Coyly displaying to his wond'ring eye 


Leaving, if thou Propitious still should'st smile, 


Questioning the four Elements below; G 
I hear them, bound in thy imperial chain, 


Disclose the wonders of their jarring reign. 0 
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Whose seen streams mingling in one vast bright 
Ocean of Day! the circling Planets lave ? [ware 
Did not the Queen of Night to him alone, 

With trembling hand, unbind her mystic zone, 40 


The secrets of her magic potency ? 
And all the heavenly lamps, his eye could reach, 


Did he not weigh, and trace the path of each, 


Some future HERSCHEL to complete his toil? 


Then too thy BoyLE! with patient voice and Slow 


—_— 


4 
« And from the whitening undistinguish'd blaze 
© Collecting every ray into his kind, 
To the charm'd eye educ'd the gorgeous train 
"FE parent colours.” * 
| Tnomson. Poem to as of Sir I. Neul 
Seven primary colours. 
The Queen of Ni bt, J. 39.] Alluding to his discoveries of the Moon's influench 
upon the Earth and its waters, &c. 
Boyle, l. 47. The Hon. RogERT BovILE--Father of that purer system of 
mistry, which has benefited, instructed, and amused mankind so much, as to ha 
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t rhino too was Rav ! the sister-realms who trod, 
Looking thro' Nature up to Nature's God.“ 
Lo! as be marshall'd all the breathing trains, 
nd vegetable thousands of the plains, 
hou gavest to experimental HALEs, 
To ascertain their laws, thy subtile scales. 
. But yet unsung- the rich Asclepian wealth, 
hy zeal here offer d at the foot of Health: 


rr 


zained, in the present day, a seeming preponderancy over the other experimental 
ciences. 
Rar, I. 51. Joun Ray. What BovIE was in Chemistry, Ray seems to have 
OW, een in Natural History: their works form an epoch in each of those sciences, 
nd their talents and industry were only equalled by their piety. | 
See Ray's Wonders of God manifested in the Works of the Creation 
Erperimental HALESs, I. 55.) STeenen HaLts---Author of Vegetable Statics, 
æmastatics, &c,---a man, whose life seems to have been dedicated to experi- 
nent, and who investigated, with wonderful patience and accuracy, many of the 

50 ws which respect the functions of animals and vegetables. 

The rich Asclepian wealth, J. 57. ] Alluding to that part of the Philosophical 
ransactions, which refers immediately or remotely to the Science of Medicine: 
-a wonderful collection of observations or discoveries to every one who turns 
ver the pages of this great national work. It is impossible, within the limits of 
note, to mention all the discoveries ; I can only generalize, by naming some of 
te branches of medicine, which have been promoted here, such as human, com- 
Net rative, and morbid anatomy, physiology, the natural history of how many 
Seazes! How many articles of the Materia Medica, with accurate analyses of 
eir component parts---pharmaceutical observations---chemistry---surgical im- 
ovements!! Nor can I do more than barely mention the names of medical men, 
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Whether th y Philosophic Sons awhile 


Display'd the silver currents of the chyle—= 60 
That mazy scene! as each lymphatic fills, 


From myriad-springs, its labyrinthal rills ; 


who have added to this store--but then what a constellation of names !--Charlton, 
Croune, Lower, Needham, Hooke, Willis, Ent, Goddard, Glisson, King, Liste, 
(I omit the celebrated foreigners, who have likewise enriched the medical par 
of the Philosophical Transactions) Tyson, Grew, Havers, Cowper, Ridley, Kei, 
Douglas, Sloane, Durham, Arbuthnot, Cheselden, Jurin, Woodward, Ruty, 
Huxham, Ranby, Nicholls, Strart, Pringle, Parsons, Akenside, Fothergill, Pot, 
Hewson, Watson, Crawford, the Hunters! Suffice it to say, that to the patronage 
and encouragement given to men of science by this Society we probably owe the 
successful labours of the two last-mentioned celebrated men, and consequenth 
the rise and establishment of their medical school: a school -to which, though 
planned and supported but by two individuals, the Science of Physic has been 
more indebted than to all the College put together since the beginning of the 
present century---a school to which this country is indebted for many of its bes 
practitioners, (for I here wave the cold distinction of Physicians) and over which 
still preside men, highly qualified by talents and industry to maintain and to ad 


to the fame the Hunters left behind them. 


T hat mazy scene, l. 61 ] The system of absorption is perhaps the most curious it 
the animal econonmy---when one considers that not a point (though inv'5iblet0 
the naked eye) of the superficies of the body, of the surfaces of cavities, and d 
the almost uncalculable diffusion of the cellular membrane, but is posses ed 


| power. It appears to be diffused far more minutely over the system than tt 


nervous power, or power of sensation, and has not escaped the keen ere tha 
luminary of the age, the author of Zoonomia, who justly traces to the * 
defect of this power, the causes of many diseases, or symptoms of disease IM 
greatest light has been thrown, from time to time, in the Royal Society, #99 
the description and functions of the lacteals and lymphatics, not only in man bi 
other animals. | | 
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br following Harver's faithful steps, imbrued 
5 he cunning knife to trace the changeful blood, 
ts lagging spirit in the dusky vein, 8 
And fann'd by air, its florid life again 5 
Dr whether, panting for the meed of fame, 
They trac'd the secrets of the morbid frame, 
nd dragg'd the Canker-worm, Disease, to light, 


And all its ambushes expos'd to sight, 70 


„ larking the mode, and instant, ere too late, 

e the 2 3 OE” | | 7 | 
o crush the monster in its embryo-state ; | 
ough | 


)! what a stream of lustre pour'd amain, 

round thy hallow'd Esculapian train!— 
ransmitted lustre! for the place afar 

none with the genuine glories of a star, [damp, 
Ind sham'd the College, mouldering, dark, and 


he cheerless image of a burnt- out lamp. 


— — 


Flowing Harvey's faithful steps, 1. 6 3.] Tracing the blood in the course of circu- 
ion, it was noticed, so early as the year 1668, by Mr. Hooks, in the Royal So- 
ty, that it underwent a change of colour as it passed through the lungs. The 
sent age has investigated more minutely the phenomenon, and explained the 
uses of it, | 
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Ill-tated Dome! again I turn my eye, 
And view thee rayless, with a bursting g sigh; 
And oft has Science, tho' an nt there, © 
View'd the dull mansion with a starting tear; 
And oft has wish'd, with all her faithful train 
Re- ent ring, to resume her splendid reign. 

The Fates for bade Chicane's and Cunning's crew 


Around impenetrable barriers drew, 


| While fell Suspicion, griffon- monster, sate 


With glaring eye, behind the fasten d- gate 

And who shall tell, how long the Fates had frown d, 
If Science, in EuGEtNnio, had not found : 90 
A champion to assert her pristine right, 

And drive, with Justice rous d, the Fiends to flight! 
EvuGEnto! blest with every manly art, 


That decks the mind. or dignifies ns heart, 


—— —— 


Chicane's and Cunning's Crew, I. 85. Such became the difficulty of maintaining tht 
old bye-laws, that they were obliged at last to submit the revisal of them to a 
of Lawyers, at least that part which regarded the exclusion of three fourihs df 
the Physicians in London. These Lawyers performed their charge very faith: 
fully, by narrowing the entrance in so effectual a manner, as totally to exclu# 
those Physicians. | | 
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utor'd by maxims drawn from many schools, 

o think and act by honour's brilliant rules, 

Firm friend to Science and whose name shall 4180 

\s bright as any son's in Gresnam's line! 

first, (nor shall the Muse pass by in haste 

PHILANDER'S zeal, who with a BLACKSTONE 'S taste 

ired in the stream perplext of College laws, 101 

ud brought up many a truth to serve the cause 

Of Science, and to rouse her faithful band, 

lo wrest their rights from Usurpation's hand.) 
He first the blest intent maturely wei igh d, 

hich HExRx's breast, for once, benignly away d, 

hen, with the potent hand, that haply slew 

ht: Fell Superstition, and her cloister'd crew, 

He beckon'd Science to commence her reign, 


And led her drooping to HYGE1A's fane: 10 


— 


ig the 
) a bel 
ths df 
faiths 
(cludt 


Henry's breast, I. 106.) Henry VIII. I beg the Reader to keep in mind, that 
he College established by this Monarch, was the first Institution for promoting 
atural knowledge, known in this metropolis, and was prior to the establishment 
If the Royal Society by nearly 150 years. With the true spirit and fortune of a a 
Ladet, how much has the younger outstripped the elder Pe | 
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Be there display d, he cried, © thy vestal-zeal, 
To guard, for Britain's, for my people's weal, 

* HYGE ia's heaven · descended altar- flame: 

gBe thine a grave attendant train to name, 

6 Whom Merit shall present, whom thou shalt crown, 
And Ignorance shall curse with Envy's frown: 


These royal words, like some mellifluous song, 


Roll'd through EuceN1o's soul their energy along, 


And fir'd his firm resolve to stem the tide 


Of Usurpation, puff'd by empty Pride, 120 


And once again the charter'd rights restore, 


That pledge of love to Science, Henry bore ! 


For this EuGENIO calls! and on all hands, 
Lol Truth and Science range their injur'd bands: 
Quick, as he pointed to the fasten d gate, 

The guilty sight rous'd Indignation's hate. 


With temper, such as modest Worth assumes, 


Form'd by the Graces soft as Candour's plumes, 


He mildly check'd th indignant flame that ran 


With instant energy from man to man, 130 


And mov'd, nation of Wrath, that Truth Should 
bear 

Their pictur'd wrongs in soften d tone of prayer; 
For oft, at sight of Truth, the Fiends display 
A secret dread ; and cursing skulk away. 
W Vain hope! for watchful were the Fiends of harm, 
Since slim Conceit had rung a dread alarm, 
And in a stuff d barangue, which Folly crown'd, 


The sense of Ancients in his nonsense drown'd. 


Curse on the Muse, who, arm'd with Satire's knife, 
Geyers Tranquillity from private life, 140 
or sends, with fatal aim, a wanton dart, 
hrough Comfort's chamber, at a blameless heart ! 
But when Conceit, suppose in ##*#***'s form, 


Spits out its little venom, like a worm, 


hath. 


- 


* 


In coften'd tone of pray r l. 132.] This prayer, or address, was drawn up in mild 
but manly language, subscribed by a number of respectable names, and actually 
presented! The fate it met with will be understood in the course of this Canto. 

Pits out his little venom, l. 144.] In the Harveian farrago, here alluded to, (which, 
the bye, it is hardly fair to recall from oblivion) the reader will find more ex- 
lamation than argument, and more sound than sense; his imagination will be 
hocked at the disjecti membra Poete---the limbs 3 of many a Classic Poet 
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Then, like AroLLo, with exulting frown . 
She wings a shaft to bring the Pyrhox down. 


Vet rest secure, vain ****+#+ Ages- aft 
Shall read of one too mean for Satire's shaft: 
Tho thou hast many Classic Poets torn, 5 
Thy dull Harveian harangue to adorn, 10 
And strew'd their mangled limbs with savage tas 
To rot on thine inhospitable waste, 
Yet, Satire, out of pity, lets thee go, 
And, with an arm upliſt, withholds the blow ! 
Still must the Muse record (for still, howe er 
She decks in Fancy's robes of gossamer 
Stern Truth, Sacred the Beauty s form she holds, 
To beam all genuine through the chrystal folds) 
How slim Conceit, of sorry talents proud, 


By his vile harangue fir d the Demon- crowd, 160 


— 


1 


every where scattered over it, and his judgment be insulted by the barbarou 

arrangement of them. Criticism disdains to say more. But of the cunning anl 

malice with which the Author, by catching at the temper of the times, has endes 

voured to blacken a respectable set of men, as a band of democratic rufffans- 

merely from their wishing to restore an Institution to its pristine vigour, cone 

quence, and public utility---it would be more NECESSATY. to speak, if the bombasti 
calumny did not W refute itself. 
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Hows ere that "WIR ended; guilty Fear 

Flew-to' the gate, and rous'd Suspicion s ear, 

Expecting from ꝛvilbout some onset sore 

Of Science My her friends, as once before— 

How all was: noise, confusion, rout within, 2 

Amighty uproar, and tumultuous din, 

te Till double uproar rose, and wild Despair 

Flew thro” the halls, and shook her horrent hair 

What could be less ? On fire the Speaker dwelt, 

And all felt burning feet, or thought they felt! 170 
As when a ship, from distant seas returning, 

* Smit with the lightning's livid glare, is burning 

To and fro, with starting eye- balls, scud the rats, 

Ay !. and heedless now of aricient wrath, the cats; 


7 : Aa 


2 27 
Oy ak . - = — — 


Erpecting from without some onset gore, l. 163.] Expecting from the words of the 
Orator---© Your enemies are advancing to your gates, and, rushing on in em- 
battled order, ( agmine facto irruens ) threaten instant assault-—-disdaining ambush! 
they are openly hastening on, I say, in a fierce and dense band, at once bloods 
thirsty, (ferox ) desperate, Caudaæ determined to conquer or die (periinaz ).” 


\ 4: once before, l. 164.] Consult the Battle of the Wige for the description of this 
onset in Warwick-lane, in 1767. 


160 


— 


Arous 
g and 
des- 


ins 
done 0n fire the Speaker dwell, J. 169.) Hear e v very words-- 225 


Was | 6 Inceditis nunc ver ignes ehm eineri doloso. 
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Or, as a pismire-nest, a crowded world, 


To nimble flight and blind confusion hurrd 


When, with a poking stick, some silly boy 


Their seeming last- day turns to savage joy: 50 
Thus scampering headlong in confounded bustle, 


And staring wild, did Fellow Fellow jostle! mo 
But soon the panic ended, when, instead 


Of fire and arms, Conceit had in his head, 


Arriv'd meek Truth in supplicating mood, 
And, knocking at the gate, like Patience stood 


All in alarm, with eye that look'd askance 


Thro' a small chink, which Time had made, or 


Chance, 


Suspicion first descried the Maid, and knew 
And ask' d pale Fear, beside him, What to do? 


Do! cries the coward, * why, 1 in name of din, 
Take what she brings, but never let her in. 190 


Scarce had he spoke—when Truth, who knew 
that Fate 


Had stamp d a curs d nal on the Tabs 'd gate 


"Ir 


90 


ew 
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(A seal, which, when the Virtues near it came, 
Stands hard as adamant, and fixt as doom; | 
But, when the coward Vices near it stand, ; 
Melts all obsequious to their magic hand) 


Cried out, © Sirs, only ope the little trellis, . 


And take this written prayer unto the fellows.” 
Glad was pale Fear, so cheaply freed, to bear 
Tidings of safety, with an harmless prayer— 200 


o took the scroll, and nimbly cross d the court 


With renovated face, and breathing short, 
Proclaiming peace, and brandishing his arm, 

Which bore aloft. the scroll, to soothe alarm. 

No sooner the confus'd assembly knew | 

Th alarm was FREY each to his seat withdrew 

With downcast looks, as if asham d the canting 

Of vain Conceit should so have set them panting ; 
But long heav'd their breasts in palpitating form, 

As the sea heaves in solemn fits, behind a storm. 210 
Sr Spleen now mounted to the præses-chair, 
Where Ignorance had sat the former year; 


, 


— 


Sir Spleen — for once the Muse a name shall forge, 


And sighing, as she speaks, shall say Sir Gro, 


Sir G 
A garland, form'd of flowers of cardamine ! 


's head a garland did entwine, 


And intermix' d were many leaves of lead, 


And dangling down was many a poppy- head, 

Which poppy heads, as laughing Fancy tells, 

Of all things most resembled Folly s bells. 220 
Then thus Sir 8 or, if you will, Sir 1 


(For Satire sees no difference between) 
Began—“ Alas, Collegiate- friends | alas, 
* 'Tho' no sore mischief yet has come to pass, 
And all our tumult's bursted like a bubble 
Still trouble I foresee, ay! boiling trouble: 
. Last . 1 dreamt, . * you know, 

foretell ORs 

Wars, famine, death, and-pestilence, and hell) 


— 


Lever of lead, 1. 217. From the lead-mine of physic, to which, it seems, tl 
gentleman has a claim. v. Transaction: got the Philosophical, 


I at, by some portentous will of Heaven, ITY, 
Across an ancient cyder-press in Devon, _-220 
In a drear corner of an old out-house; | 

« Murky and damp, the haunt of bat and mouse; 
The winds low-murmur'd thro each erannied 


nook, 


Responsive to the notes a screech-owl scream d! 


And o'er my face big drops, like chrystals, hung 5 
When lo! to fill the measure of my fright, 

A female form approach d, array d in light, 240 
MNRYA like ! but scarce she struck my eyes, 
o quick I clapp d my face between my thighs— 
And would to Fate for such became my fears, 
had but clapp dmy fingers in my ears, 


For thus i in angry tone the Sprite began: 


3, {ht 
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With hollow sounds the cobwebb'd raſters chica: : 
« A batter'd casement flapp'd its leads, and seem'd ö 


Around my stagnant veins chill horrors clung, 


Whence, and what art thou, vain, ungrateful man? 


" 
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« Whence is thy skill, thy fame, thy titled pride, 
« Thy rise in Warwick-lane, thy wealth. beside? 
« Whence but from me! who made thee what thou 


art, | E 

« And who, when Laughter hooted, took thy part 
* Did I not interpose, (when Censure's rage 24 

« Threw her black bile across thy heavy Page, 

« Thy page of lead) to stamp with some reliance, 

Upon that page my seal—tbe Seal of Science 2 


« Did not (when scarce emerg'd from college-hive, 
Thou would'st two fretful steeds, all-artless dri 
00 Dysent'ry one, and one, purblind Catarrb, | 
« Did I not mount beside thee in the car? 
(No matter in whose form to vulgar eyes, : 
cc Whether in HuNTER's or in HEwsox's guise) 260 
« And well I did—for soon the reins dropp d leon 
E Thou poring o'er the Classics like a goose, 
« To cull cold words, half sentences, but not 


« Of all their ardent sense to cull a jot l 


2 4 


College bive, l. 255. University. 


6 


6 


50 


W, 
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4 Didet r not thou, latinising all the way, 


Suffer the feverish steeds to run astray, 


« Till I stretch'd out, and seiz d the abandon d reins, 
To save thee from PHAtToON's disastrous pains, 
from more than bis disgrace to save thee rather, 
Who, certes, hadst no Puœnus for thy father. 270 
When blundering Fame, an hirelin 8 as she seem d, 
Thee friend of Learning, and of Science deem'd, 
Because chou borest on thy head two bags, 
one stuff d with Greek, and one with Latin Tags, 
Say! while Philosophers turn'd up their noses, 
„Did 1, like them, proclaim-- there goeth Moses ! 
Again, when fickle Fortune, blind indeed! 
thought fit i ore | F'tues sit 
' To lead thee near a TH RONE, where all the Vir- 
Virtues ! that nobly patronize my name, 
Virtues! the bliss of Britain, and the fame! 280 


Did I tell Fortune, that she must not go, 
And make herself a fool for thee? No, no! 
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2 


* Trembling, [ only rais'd my streaming eyes, 


« And cried, © Avert, Oh Heaven! a sacrifice ; 
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« Pour on the TyroNE continued health, and pule, 


— 


« And make MAcHaoN's place a sinecure ! 


yer — — — 
— — ( 


„When Discord lately rag d, thou knowest where, 
« Twixt Ignorance and thee, about a chair, 


I wish'd thee well—but both your brains, tis true 


« Beforehand I had weigh'd with much ado, 290 
«© When the best scale, as with a feather fraught, 


An age seem d creeping down to force up i 
And yet! for all these favours shewn, I see 

« Thou art in Warwick lane no friend to me; 

« Oft in comitiis—when some vapid joke, 

« Besputt'ring me, the general bray bespoke; 
Oft have I mark'd thee purring like a oat, 


« Well-pleas'd beneath the presidential hat; 
„And when befriending me, as one would think, 
« Have seen ther hang thy head to give a wink, 200 
« As if to say (well mays't thou shake, old blade y 


«God bless] mean, my friends god d— the jade 


85 


41 
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© But now beware !—for, ere to-morrow” S SUN 

« Down the gold Alps of day his course shall run, 
« Truth shall investigate, with linx's eye, ; 

« Or firm or false thy friendship s certainty. 

« Beware! for if I find thee moving slack 

« On Friendship s path, or ass- like, hanging back, 
„'I rend in pieces all thy cobweb- fame, | 

„And give the winds the atoms of the same; 310 


© Z020u: shall painful shake thy visage-nerves 


Into 80 many angles, crochets, curves 

« Thy face shall represent all Punch's faces, 

« All Vauzan's etchings of strong forts and places: 
No remedy shall stop the growing evil, 

„Tho dosed with Cardamine, and by the devil. 
And e' en hereafter chang'd shall be thy lob 

In crabbed cyder to the form of bot; 

Whilst (to embalm the features of the dead, 
And eternise thy fondness for thy lead) 320 
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” Pewterers Shall grave thy face, (for pewterers 


- 


can) 
Deep in the bottom of every close-stool pan! 
% Beware!!” At this, the Spectre stamp'd the 
ground, | : ; 2 
And, frowning, vanish'd with A rushing sound. 
As on a tort'ring pin a shiv'ring fly, 
An object meet for Pity's glist'ning eye, 


„Trembling L hung, nor dar'd to raise my head, 


So much the victim of limb-shaking dread— 


© The cyder-press rock d under me so sore, 


That now unequal to the charge it bore, 320 


© Down fell its rotten honours on the stones, 


: And broke, or seem'd to break, my very bones; 


« I waked and'—Here the Fellows roar'd a laugh, 


And archly hail'd their President as safe— 


Another roar ensued to trace the Knight 


Midst bats, mice, owls, and cyder- press and Sprite: 


He felt the Sting, and from it seem d to shrink, 
And hung his head again, but gave no Wink, 


8 


IIIN COLLEGE. N 67 

When up- to prim nobility allied, 
Rose the solemnity of gruff Sir Pride, 340 
Sir Pride! who sports, to make the vulgar stare, N 
A tinsel- coronet he dares not wear: — 
And what, with grief and wonder, strikes our senses, 
Writes Archiater, (and alas 1) Castrensis. 
What still successive laughs, and pealing jokes, 
While yet your house in douhtful danger smokes, 


He sputt' ring cried, and pointed to the Prayer 


gehold an insolence will make you stare; 


Read it! I read it, while the Præses-Knight, 

* Amus'd you with his vision, and affright— 330 
Read it! more impudence was never seen — 
Forsooth this barisÞ'd visionary queen 

This Science, and her plodding graduate-elves, 
Claim equal college-honours with yourselves |! 

iT hey may, ere long, upon my noble word, 


claim mine who am (you know) am half a lord! 


well might acute Conceit a bustle make, 


By G-, your very vitals are at stake 
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For see]! to give their impudence more strength, 

F They've sign'd the paper with their names at 
length! ö e e 

* I'll mark their names, and all their prospects damp, 

Their hopes in citadel, and fleets, and camp 

* Though each, in healing skill, should boast the 


CY 


fame name, 
That lustre sheds round 'LyNnD's or PRiNGLE's 
Or His—who stopp'd the course of Plague and 
Death, + 1-5; t | 
When Greece lay gasping at her latest breath; 
Not one of them I'll raise not one shall go 
With healing art to serve his country, no! 
ITho' o'er her guardian sons should Britain weep, 
* Dying in pestilence, like rotten sheep 370 
And list'ning Night, in darker Horrors crown d, 


Oer every British camp's infected ground, 


— 


Lynd--<Pringle, I. 364. Two men, whose works are well known to the Medica 
World, on the Diseases of Soldiers and Segmen. 


or His, l. 365.1 Hippocrates. 


. 5 
9 
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Should hang her ear—the dying accents will, 
at That curs'd the want of Esculapian skill. 
50 nus will I punish them or may I crawl 
p, A journeyman to *Pothecaries' Hall, 
And therebe chain: d (worse than a trudging porter 


he or galley-slave) to pestle and to mortar 


ne, Pound hellebore, and weeds of every nation, 
xs And clysters give—by way of recreation— 280 
nd May I turn author (tho' determin'd never) 


And thus be damn'd for ever and for ever.” 
7 He ceas'd, and foaming dropt into his chair, 


Oercome with spite and rage—the Fellows Stare, © 


Al stare in wonder lost, save one sad knight, 
ep, Who still hung down his head in rueful plight ! 
go Then was the moment, rueful knight! instead 
d, of feeling shame, and hanging down thy head, 
Up to have started in the cause of Science, 


— 


And patroniz d her prayer, in bold defiance 390 


Neff those mean fellows, who their trust abuse, 


Usurp, oppress, exclude, from selfish views 
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The Muse has done with thee—go bray or whistle, 


Each other and the first the pause that broke, 


Een now, ye think around you danger lies, 
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That moment fled—thy dream too fled in air, 
Thou only ponder'd'st how to keep the chair— 
Or rather for the chair to drop thy fame 


In the deep gulph of ridicule and same 


Go chew her bitter prickly gift—thy thistle. 
Meanwhile the conclave sad in silence ey d 
Alternately the prayer, Sir Spleen, Sir Pride, 400 
Was Cunning, who with eye askance thus spoke: 
* Oft have I mark'd you in confounded thrall, 
As if your college was about to fall; 
To- day your panic rises steeples higher, 


Because a silly fellow cries out fire : 


* And talk of smoke, tho' no smoke strike your 
eyes = | 
« Trembling you sit, with wan and sallow faces, 


As if your patients had assum'd your places, 410 
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a Or Yr had ceonaforry 4, despising. ou, their fees 

Jo men of better skill your enemies. 

For shame! take den and despise all shocks, 
Have I not. fenc'd you round with n 


le, roc ks 5 


on which full many a x fot of odious name, 


Has dash'd his bark, and sunk in endless shame: 


00 Nay! on a time, when all the hostile warm 
With marrow- bones and cleavers spread alarm, 
And (burst your barriers) to the conclave came, 
hne wig of FoTHERGILL their oriflame— 420 
What mighty glory did these men obtain? 
Why back, and quickly back, they fled again. 


With narrou- bones and cleavers, 1. 418.] This corresponds with the words of the 
cet, who has described this wonderful affray, and might have been, for ought I 
nor, an eye-witness. 


Ou! 


From Newgate market came the bloody bands, 
“With marrrow-bones and cleavers in their hands. 
- Baitleof the Wigs. 


The Wig of Fothergill, I. 420. | 
410 “On barber's pole a peruke they display, 
© With triple tail, a signal for the fray.” Battle of the Wigs, 
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For this be firm! and tighten every law, | 
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© Repuls'd like them, if future foes draw near— 


Defeat and shame shall drive their scatter d rear: 


0 Deep plung'd in wrong, we cannot well withdray, 
We must go on—till on some future day 
Justice shall sweep us, and the wrongs, away ; 
But 14 no fear mind you your P's and Q's, 
* Stuff Justice well with little peevish news— 49 
Such as—gaunt Democracy threatens bere, 
With more than all the guilt of RoBESPIERRE— 
That if the luckless college tumbles down, . 
« Down falls the church, and with it too the crown, 
And (to end with climax thund'ring the story) 
Dovn falls old England's long establish d glory 
* Pown falls th affrighted globe no matter where, 
* While tumbling after follows every sphere! 

Jus rick, a little fiery, weak Welch-woman, 
Is guided by a story and an omen — 
Instead of being blind, peeps wondrous wise V 


Above her spectacles, with two small eyes, 


e; 
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Through politics at law, through law at politics: 

Tho hamm'ring, stamm' ring, blund' ring, (mark 
| ye!) soon you fix 

Her will One word suffices, only one, 

Cry Innovation, and the work is done! 

„With angry hand th' unequal scales she holds, 

And so and so, her eloquence, decides and scolds. 
Oh! I have seen fair USTICE heretofore, 

(Times which, I hope, we never shall see more) 


In form sublime, all Heaven in her mien, 461 


of every British heart the darling queen; 


All eloquent in tongue, all bright in mind, 
 Injudgment strong, in feeling all refin'd ! 

Well pois'd and firm, she held her balance high, 
Her sword confusion dash'd on Vice's eye: 
Couch'd at her feet, with wakeful terrors crown'd, 
Ofsullen trust the British Lion frown'd : 

On one hand, stood in hoary form of Law, 
Wispom, with beard diffuse, commanding awe ; 


4" 
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On th' other, GExius flash'd superior grace, 461 


Vvig'rous and bright, with young AroLLo's face; 


Behind, stood ScIENCE and th' assembled Ning, 


* The GRAOES hand in hand, and Love Divixg! 


No passions sway' d her court, no politics, no 


pains, 


And fears of groveling hearts, and weak distem- 


per'd brains; 


Proud yet obedient to her wholesome laws, 


She ne'er prejudg'd before she heard a cause 


© If bias ever way d her equal tone, 


To Virtue's side she lean'd—but ber's alone ! 470 


Far from her court Chicane, low-mutt'ring, flew, 


© And, Avocat Sans cause, I here withdrew 


To frame your bye- laws frame and to defend 


That which begun in fraud, in fraud must end ! 


Be firm then, and dispel your ill-tim'd fear 


© Tho' threats may ring, no dangers hover near: 


O'S 


8 1 : To Virtue's aide, I. 4701 Uni æquus virtuti, the motto, the principle, and the 
+1 practice of a late celebrated Law Lord, whose loss, for splendid talents and inte 
grity, was a nation's loss, not soon to be supplied again! 


Peep in your breast this golden rule record, 
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This paper, prayer, remonstrance - what you 


please, 


For ans wer calls but sit, my friends! at ease; 


Least said is best, when mum. 's the safest word! 


Vet to announce you dare do more than say, 481 


With indignation kick the prayer away! 
Ay! kick it out, cries Ignorance with a frown, 
And kick the rebels, who have sign'd it, down ; 
Their License seize, and make them feel from 


ꝛohence, 


| Dependant fools | they borrow'd consequence : 


What! was it known in any place but here, 

That Licensed claim'd rank with Licenser ! 

Go, ask the J ustices of any quorum, 

If, when they call the Publicans before em, 490 
They ever suffer them, or ale-house wench, 

To take their seats upon the solemn Bench— 


Gods! should a Publican the trial make, 


They'd whip him first, and then his license take; 
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© Twixt them and us—what difference prevails? 

We license Physic, and they license Ales. 

Then strip the License from these foes to quiet, 

* Who treat your Bench with threats, and aim at 
riot— . : [down, 

© Shlood | soon you d meet them Starving up and 

Or skulking off to even miles from town! 500 

c And would! from town, we could as well starye 
out | 

c Science, who's at the bottom of this rout, 

Or get her sent to Bridewell for her pains, 


There to beat hemp, instead of beating brains: 


We license Physic, and they license Ales, |. 496.] In a conversation, which a cele- 
brated and learned foreign Professor held with a certain Physician of this town, 
who, however celebrated, is certainly not very learned---something of these 
words dropp'd from the latter: Sir, the men you speak of (meaning Licenti- 
ates) are no Physicians; we (Fellows) grant them a license, it is true---and 
there is a certain portion of the practice of this great town, which we of cours 
- abandon to them---practice among the lower orders] but, Sir, they are no Phy- 
sicians---they stand in no other relation to us, than the publican does to the 
Bench of Justices, from whom he receives a license to sell his beer!“ The Pro 
fessor laughed inwardly, and might have acknowledged this truth, that a pompou 
blockhead (for a few minutes) may be more — . than a modest wit. 


Seven miles from town, J. 500. ] Septem milliaria in circuitu ejusdem civitatis. 
me extent of jurisdiction---v, Charter. 
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This hate I owe her, and to pay it burn, 

For never naming me without deep scorn— 
; But first kick out her prayer. Here every 
t tongue | 
n, (Like echo) wing'd the words the walls along; 
All rose the bright achievement to fulfil, | 


While Jealousy, in corner sitting still, 510 
lapp'd her parch'd hands, grinn'd wide, nor 
orinn'd in vain, 


o see her myrmidons support her reign. 


END OF CANTO THE SECOND, 
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